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Luxury Travel in Rayong & Ko Samet
There’s just something special about a road trip 
to the beach. Getting out of Bangkok by car is 
a fantastic way to leave the city and its fast 
pace behind, with relaxation and waterfront 
only a couple hundred kilometres away. Rayong 
province its prized island off the coast, Ko Samet 
make for a fine beach destination within close 
driving distance of Bangkok.
 
Rayong province is located on the Eastern Gulf 
Coast, one of Thailand’s most up-and-coming 
tourist destinations. It’s got all the five-star 
services and amenities you’d find on islands like 
Phuket and Ko Samui, without all the big crowds. 
Life in Rayong is slow-paced and quiet, perfect for 
vacationers seeking recluse and tranquillity. The 
area is known not only for its scenic beaches, but 
also lush rainforest and fruit orchards. 

From Rayong City, it’s just a 45-minute boat 
ride to Ko Samet, a well known weekend island 
getaway for Bangkokians. Ko Samet’s known for 
its plush and private resorts, resting on white 
palmy beaches alongside turquoise waters. With a 
beachfront nightlife full of restaurants and bars, it 
offers the perfect balance between relaxation and 
action to suit any traveller.

Ko Chang - Island in the East
Ko Chang is one of Thailand’s prime up-and-
coming vacation destinations. Its dreamy white 
sand beaches and luminous water rival that of 
southern islands like Phuket and Ko Samui – but 
this eastern island is still much less crowded. The 
lush jungle landscape is known for giving guests 
an unbridled sense of freedom, while still enjoying 
the comfort of luxurious hotel amenities.
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Water Sports
Pattaya is famous for a vast array of 
water sports – sailing, windsurfing, 
kayaking, paragliding, jet-skiing, power 
boating, diving and snorkelling. Most can 
be pursued adjacent to Pattaya’s main 
beach, or around its southern headland 
at delightful Jomtien.

On any given day, the view from 
the city towards the ocean reveals a 
plethora of paragliders, power and 
sailing boats and other craft enjoying 
the aquamarine waters of the Gulf of 
Thailand.

Pattaya’s two nearby islands, Ko Lan 
and Ko Phai, are a short distance from 
the coast and also provide an endless 
array of water activities, although there 
is no accommodation on Ko Phai.

Ko Lan, or Ko Larn as it is often called, 
(Coral Island) is the closest of the 
near islands, 7.5 kilometres from the 
coast and connected to the mainland 
by frequent ferry services. Its six 
white-sand beaches include Samae 
and Tawaen, both of which have nearby 
accommodation.

Just south of Pattaya, around a 
headland with a steep hill, Jomtien is 
a world away from its hectic neighbour. 
Here, on a 6km stretch of uncrowded 
sandy shore, is a perfect place to relax 
and unwind, enjoy water sports and 
enjoy the excellent range of restaurants 
nearby.

Pattaya: seaside city that has it all
Try this simple quiz: name a medium-size, 
non-capital city located on a dazzling 
coastline that is blessed with wonderful 
weather, a huge array of luxury resorts 
and well priced hotels, has restaurants, 
entertainment and nightlife to burn, more 
than 20 golf courses on its outskirts, 
attractions for people of all ages – and 
is within 100 kilometres of a major 
international airport?

Very few secondary cities meet all these 
criteria. But Pattaya in Chon Buri province 
on the north-east coast of the Gulf of 
Thailand is easily the leading contender 
in Asia. With a population of just 150,000 
people, has all the hallmarks, appeal and 
attractions of a much larger metropolis.

Visitors from all around the world have 
been flocking to the once-sleepy seaside 
village for more than 50 years, turning it 
into a world-famous recreational hotspot 
just two hours’ drive from Bangkok and 
only 90 minutes from the Thai capital’s 
Suvarnabhumi international airport.

Soon, Pattaya wi l l  be even more 
accessible when U-Tapao airport, located 
between Pattaya and Rayong (further 
south), becomes a second international 
arrival and departure option as its flights 
expand from domestic Thai destinations to 
regional international markets.

Pattaya has so much going for it, the 
most difficult question is where to start? 
The city’s kilometre-long Walking Street, 
arguably one of the most famous streets in 
Asia, is packed with thousands of visitors 
every night of the week. Here you’ll see 
the weird, wild and wonderful hallmarks 
of Pattaya’s famous nightlife – all in a fun, 
casual and non-intrusive, safe atmosphere.

Just about everyone who visits Pattaya 
goes to Walking Street during their stay. 
But there is, of course, much more.
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